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SUBJECT: PROPOSED MEETING ON STRENGTHENING PANAMA'S 
FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE PREVENTION PROGRAM. 



USDA IS INTERESTED IN DISCUSSING WITH PANAMA MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE ANIMAL HEALTH OFFICIALS POTENTIAL METHODS FOR 
STRENGTHING PANAMA S FMD PREVENTION PROGRAM IN AREA ALONG 
COLOMBIA BORDER, AND IS ASKING DR. TED REA TO ARRANGE MEET- 
ING AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNLESS EMBASSY PERCEIVES SOME 
OBJECTION. PREFERABLY MEETING WOULD BE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 
17. ASSUMING AGREEMENT CAN BE REACHED ON SCOPE OF PROGRAM, 
INCLUDING U.S. FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL PARTICIPATION. SOME 
AMENDMENT TO CURRENT BI-LATERAL AGREEMENT MAY BE REQUIRED. 
WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY ASSISTANCE AS APPROPRIATE IN 
CONVOKING MEETING AND WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE RECEIVING 
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EMBASSY'S VIEWS ON ANY PROBLEMS WHICH MIGHT ARISE. RUSH 
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